
Debates 

Community Forestry Curriculum Development 
Teacher Orientation Workshop 



Debate Preparation 

•  In order to ensure that you are prepared for the 
debates, there are the following short- term 
assignments: 

•  An annotated list of at least 5 references (articles, 
websites, etc.) you will be using to prepare for the 
debate.    
–  “Annotated’ refers to your having one or two sentences after 

each reference describing the importance of this source.   

•  A typed one paragraph summary of your character’s 
stance  



Debate Procedure 

1.  five minute presentation of your answer to the 
question posed.  Your presentation should be full of 
“convincing facts” to sway the audience to your point 
of view on the question. 

2.  your opponent makes his/her five minute 
presentation 

3.  the three minute rebuttal by the first presenter  



Debate Procedure 

4.  the second presenter responds with a three minute 
rebuttal 

5.  five minute question/answer session from the 
audience to both presenters 

6.  The audience and judge will fill out their ballots to 
decide a winner. 

7.  Announce winner of overall debate 



Example Debate 

•  Debate Topic:  “Should more of XY region be opened 
to logging?” 

 
•  Student Roles:  local villager, Forest Development 

Authority ranger, town authority, conservationist, and 
logging company representative. 



Example Debate 

Student tasks: 
•  Identify the issues involved in this question (e.g., 

biodiversity values, ecosystem services, local vs. national 
development, water quality, jobs, state regulations, etc.. 
–  in-class discussion or student writing assignment 

•  What would each character’s point of view be on this 
question? Prepare introductory statement. 
–  student writing assignment 

•  Preparation of rebuttal statement  
–  Anticipate what the “other side” would say  



Example Debate 

•  Two assignments due in advance of the debate: (1) 
list of resources and (2) one paragraph position 
statement of the student’s character.  

 
Timing: 
•  Preparation time, one class period of debate, one 

class period follow-up discussion and integration into 
the course. 


